RESPONSE FORM FOR THOSE WHO SELL OR SUPPLY ALCOHOL & TRADE ASSOCIATIONS

Many adults enjoy drinking alcohol and it is up to individuals to choose    whether, or how much, they drink.  However alcohol is a key contributor to crime and disorder, which costs the country between £8 billion to £13 billion in a year. The Government’s role is to get the balance right and make sure:

· those who sell alcohol do so responsibly; and

· everyone can make informed choices about the amount they drink.

We want to hear your views on a new code of practice to help us get the balance right between making sure that alcohol is sold responsibly while at the same time not negatively affecting the majority who do drink responsibly. The code covers three sections:

1. Mandatory licensing conditions and Food Safety Act requirements – conditions that would apply to all premises selling or supplying alcohol across England and Wales;

2. Discretionary local licensing conditions  – allowing local licensing authorities to apply chosen conditions to two or more licensed premises when there is evidence of a link to alcohol-related disorder; and

3. Guidance – to make sure that the code of practice is implemented and enforced.

You will be asked to comment on the three sections covered by the code of practice. If your answers do not fit in the spaces provided, please continue on a separate sheet.

Read the full consultation document for more information at:

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/haveyoursay/

current-consultations/

Please download this document and save it to your computer, fill in your responses in the tick boxes and text boxes provided and then e-mail it back to us at:

alcohol.consultation@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
Identifiers:

Where do you live? (please tick one)

North East


North West

South East

Yorkshire and 

the Humber


West Midlands


East Midlands


East of England


South West


London


Wales


Scotland

Tell us your occupation or which organisation you represent:

If you are replying on behalf of an organisation or association, please can you detail how you have consulted your colleagues or members in preparing this response.

Section one, questions 1 – 4

The proposed mandatory licensing conditions and Food Safety Act requirements

1. What do you think the impact (in terms of costs and benefits) of these mandatory licensing conditions will be on your business?
The conditions as they stand will have a significantly detrimental effect on my business. In terms of cost, the condition requiring my premises to have 125ml wine measures is a significant burden. Free tap water will also cost my business, and should not be a legal requirement. I never refuse customers tap water, but as a condition of licence it is open to abuse. 
There is also a major cost in having to display unit information, new point of sale and revised pricelists. 
All of these conditions will cost my business, for the reasons above plus my own and staff time in order to ensure compliance. This is difficult when also trying to run a business at present. 

2. Are there any of the mandatory licensing conditions that you would not wish to be made mandatory for licensed premises? If so, why?

I have already answered this in the above, but none of them should be mandatory for the reasons outlined. 
3. Would you support the requirements for licensed premises to have to display unit and health information? Are there any types of premises that you feel should be made exempt from these requirements? If so, which types and why?
I believe this is unnecessary in general. Extensive unit and health information plastering the bar will not have any effect. 
4. Are there any types of licensed premises that you feel should be exempted from one or more of the mandatory conditions? If so, which types and why?

Again, I would state there is no need for any of these conditions. And there should be no exceptions if it is brought in.
Considerations for future action, questions 5 – 6

5. Do you think that Weights and Measures legislation should continue to allow individual licence-holders to choose whether to offer either 25 ml or 35 ml single measures of certain spirits (i.e. gin, rum, vodka and whisky) or do you think that all on-trade premises should be required to offer only single spirit measures of 25 ml? Or do you think that all on-trade premises should be required to offer only single spirit measures of 35 ml? Please explain your choice.
Things should stay as they are. I believe the element of choice should be retained. For example, I could be criticised for serving 35ml, but I know if I was forced to serve only 25ml, my customers would double up to 50ml as a matter of course. Therefore they would drink an extra 15ml than they would if I was allowed to sell 35ml. This would be counter productive and also costly, as I would have to buy a stock of new optics, optic holders and rearrange my bar area at a cost to my business.
6. Do you think that banning sales below the price level of excise duty plus VAT would be effective and proportionate in reducing irresponsible, harmful and/or binge drinking? Do you have evidence to support your view? What would be the potential costs and benefits of the impact on health, public safety, consumers, business and competition of introducing such a policy?

Section two, questions 7 – 14

The proposed discretionary local conditions:

7. What do you think the impact of these conditions will be (if they are applied by the local licensing authority) on your business?

Any of these conditions would be pretty crippling for my business. Also, there is a danger they would be applied to my premises without evidence, as has to be the case now with the existing Licensing Act. I accept that if there is an issue, then the council can deal with it at present. 
8. Are there any of the proposed conditions that seem disproportionate or that you do not think licensing authorities should be able to use with groups of two or more premises?

Any of these would be disproportionate to my business. For example, I would be in breach of licence if I didn’t check my toilets at the time the government says, or clear glassware away? I do these things anyway as good practice, but why should they be on my licence? And if the pub up the road is a problem, I will end up paying the price if the council decide to blanket all the pubs in the area with one or more of these conditions.
9. If limits are to be placed on supermarkets, convenience stores, etc. for discounting large volumes of alcohol, what levels do you consider should be set? Should it differ for different types of drinks (beer, wine, spirits etc)?
10. Training

How might a training requirement applied by licensing authorities to two or more premises work in practice? In particular: what should it contain; how should it be enforced; and should different schemes be available to the on-trade, off-trade and clubs?
Basically, it wouldn’t work. There is no way my local authority knows the day-to-day issues in my pub and how I train my staff to deal with them. 
11. Seating

What are the appropriate levels of seating that should be imposed on ‘high volume vertical drinking establishments’ in order to reduce the risk of nuisance and disorder?

I don’t think standing or sitting makes much difference as it’s personal choice as to how people drink.
12. Background music

Would a restriction on the level of background music contribute to a decrease in nuisance and disorder? If so, how might it be enforced?

Where’s the evidence for this idea?

13. Harassment/intimidation in premises

What more can be done to protect people from harassment and intimidation in and around licensed premises?
The police should do their job. 
14. Door Staff

Do you think that there should be a discretionary local condition to require groups of premises to have door staff in operation during times associated with nuisance and disorder?

No. Don’t impose it on me without evidence. 
Section Three, Questions 15 – 16

Guidance:

15. Do you think that the enforcement process that we have suggested is appropriate? Can you suggest an alternative?
The alternative is to use the enforcement through what we’ve got already, e.g. the Licensing Act. We don’t need extra conditions, especially when they won’t work and all they will do is cost my business.
16. Do you think that the appeals process we have suggested is appropriate? Can you suggest an alternative?

See above.
If there is anything else you would like to tell us, including responses to the call for evidence on page 55, or any questions you would like to ask, please include here:

This industry is in enough trouble with excessive regulation imposed by this Government. This Code will close decent pubs down through cost and burdens that we cannot sustain as small businesses. 
Thank you for your time
























































































































� If you live in Scotland, please only answer question 5, as this is the only question which also applies to Scotland. The remainder of the questions are in relation to legislation which applies to England and Wales.
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